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First-ever Nitmiluk Festival 
draws sell-out crowds
A bold idea to create a festival around the 
30th anniversary of the handback of Nitmiluk 
Gorge to Jawoyn people has paid dividends 
with thousands of people attending events 
held over the 10 days.

The Nitmiluk Festival, which ran from 6-15 
September, featured an array of free and 
ticketed events including a sunset concert 
nestled in the ancient Nitmiluk gorge, a 
family fun day with wildlife and water 
activities at Leliyn (Edith Falls) and  bird 

spotting expeditions for the Katherine Bird 
Week alongside gourmet food and wine 
events and community markets and films.

The events on offer were scheduled around 
official anniversary celebrations, which were 
held at Nitmiluk on Tuesday 10 September.

Nitmiluk Tours chief executive officer Jane 
Runyu-Fordimail says all of the ticketed 
events were sold out.

"It was such a fantastic result to have 
everything from the Concert in the Gorge 
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Message from the chair: 
Lisa Mumbin

The Jawoyn Association has enjoyed an 
extraordinary year of progress, triumph and 
recognition.
We were still celebrating the success of the 
Nitmiluk Festival and the 30th anniversary of the 
handback of Nitmiluk, as well as the reopening of 
the Visitors Centre at Nitmiluk when the Jawoyn 
Association, Nitmiluk National Park and our 
tourism arm, Nitmiluk Tours, won a six major NT 
Tourism Brolga trophies.
Importantly, the Jawoyn Association took home 
the highest honour, the Tourism Minister’s 
Perpetual Trophy. You can read more about it in 
the article in the newsletter.
The team was thrilled to be recognised across 
so many categories and to be celebrated in NT 
touris'ms night of nights. 
It has been a special year for Jawoyn people. We 
had a big celebration in the park on the day of 
the 30th anniversary and we celebrated with the 
entire community of the Katherine region with 
the Nitmiluk Festival.
Our vision is to create wealth and independence 
for Jawoyn people and we’re working toward 
that through starting Jawoyn Contracting and 
Nyirrungulung-Rise.
The board is also excited to see the Banatjarl 
Strongbala Wimun Grup going from strength to 
strength with a new coordinator, as well as the 
Jawoyn Rangers doing such a fabulous, importan 
and huge amount of work caring for country. 
Importantly, our staff and their dedication to 
their work are the key to our success.
It's been such a great year and we look forward 
to further success in 2020. Wishing everyone a 
wonderful summer and holidays with family and 
friends. 

through to the gourmet events at 
our award winning Cicada Lodge 
sold out," Ms Runyu-Fordimail 
said.

"The festival committee worked 
hard to make sure the program 
was diverse and offered 
something for everyone - from 
families to foodies and twitchers.

"We wanted to make sure there 
were plenty of free events for 
people to enjoy and those that 
were ticketed were subsidised to 
make sure they were affordable.

"The success of the festival has 
also gone a long way to show 
there are many people interested 
in getting out and about to enjoy 
nature, art and culture during 
what is the traditional tourism 
shoulder season in the Top End."

Jawoyn Association chief 
executive officer John Berto said 
significant investment was made 
into the festival and it has paid 
off.

"We've had so much positive 
feedback about the event and 
people are asking if it'll be run 
again next year," Mr Berto said.

"It would be great to run the 
Nitmiluk Festival annually and 
we believe we've proved that it 
works.

"A 10-day festival involves a huge 
amount of work, much of which 
came through in-kind investment 
from the festival committee and 
key stakeholders - in particular, 
Nitmiluk Tours, Nitmiluk National 
Park and Jawoyn Association 

staff did the majority of the heavy 
lifting.

"It required signficant investment 
to make the festival such a 
success. 

"We believe there's a very strong 
business case for an annual 
festival at Nitmiluk but it's a case 
of watch this space."

Jawoyn chairperson Lisa Mumbin 
says the festival was designed to 
celebrate what can be achieved 
through collaboration - and the 
festival proved this in its own 
right.

"From the exhibition curated by 
staff at the Godinymayin Yijard 
Rivers Arts & Culture Centre, to 
the Katherine Information Centre 
who helped run the bird week, 
the Katherine Regional Arts who 
managed the concerts, and the 
Australian Defence Force who 
helped entertain and feed the 
masses, the festival involved so 
many groups from across the 
region.

“The Nitmiluk Festival was a 
wonderful celebration of country, 
culture and community and a 
place that holds a special place in 
our hearts.

"We hope those who came to 
one or more of the many events 
on offer had a special time as 
together we celebrated 30 years 
of sharing. 

Their knowledge about the world 
around them - from plants and animals, 
to rivers, the sky and the stars - was 
developed over tens of thousands of 
years.

This important ecological knowledge 
traditionally passed down from 
generation to generation has been 
captured in a Jawoyn seasons calendar, 
which was launched during the 
Nitmiluk Festival in September.

Jawoyn Association chairperson 
Lisa Mumbin says the calendar 
is a culmination of the work and 
information of many Jawoyn elders 
from the past and the present.

“It’s important that knowledge about 
country and language are recorded," 
Ms Mumbin said.

"Our elders have that knowledge and 
they've helped to map it in a new 
calendar. 

“We worry about the loss of 
knowledge and culture as our elders 
pass away and younger people no 

longer use Jawoyn as a first language - 
so this is an important step to capturing 
some of this important knowledge for 
future generations.

"We want to show others our culture, 
our language and our seasons."

Elder Nell Brown explains that the 
Jawoyn people split the year into five 
major seasons; Jiyowk, Bangkarrang, 
Malapparr, Jungalk and Guran.

"On Jawoyn country in September, 
we are moving from Malapparr into 
Jungalk, hot dry weather time - the 
build up," Ms Brown said.

"Creeks will stop flowing over the next 
few months and the billabongs will dry 
out then the thunderclouds will build 
high in the sky and Nitmi (Cicadas) will 
sing-up the rain. 

“When they sing loudly, we know the 
rain is not far away and the country will 
soon be green again.

“Our children need to understand the 
environment they live in and this new 
calendar will help them to connect 

to country, so when they are out on 
country with their families, they can 
look and learn important stories.

“I was taught many things by my 
parents and elders and now I am 
teaching my grandchildren so when 
they grow up, they can teach their 
children. We need to keep passing on 
our knowledge.”

Posters of the Jawoyn Seasons 
calendar are available for sale at the 
Nitmiluk National Park Visitors Centre 
and on the Jawoyn website.

 

 

The ancestors of Jawoyn people and Aboriginal people 
across Australia were some of the earliest scientists in 
human history.

Knowledge across the 
seasons
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This year's Brolga Awards, 
which celebrate the best 
of the Northern Territory's 
tourism businesses and 
operators, was held in Alice 
Springs in November.

The association, which is the 
joint management partner 
of Nitmiluk National Park, 
took home the night’s highest 
honour, the Tourism Minister’s 
Perpetual Trophy.

Nitmiluk National Park won 
the Brolga for Major Tourist 
Attraction for the second year 
running.

Territory Tourism Minister 
Lauren Moss says Jawoyn 
sharing their country is an 

The Jawoyn Association, its company Nitmiluk Tours and 
jointly managed Nitmiluk National Park collected a swag 
of six Northern Territory Brolga Awards for excellence in 
tourism.

outstanding example of 
local people managing their 
lands, protecting their culture 
and delivering sustainable 
Aboriginal tourism in a way 
that will benefit generations 
to come.

“The 2019 Brolga Award’s 
highest honour this year 
could not be more deserving,” 
Minister Moss said.

“The Jawoyn Association 
continues to strive for 
excellence and innovation, 
sharing their culture with 
visitors to the Katherine 
region.”

The Brolga Awards celebrate 
the best NT tourism operators 

Excellence in tourism reaps a 
swag of awards

and businesses over the past 
year and the winners go on 
to compete in the national 
Australian Tourism Awards.

Nitmiluk Tours won its own 
top industry accolade with the 
Chairman’s Choice for Tourism 
Excellence award.

It also won the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
Tourism award and it’s Cicada 
Restaurant was awarded 
both the Tourism Restaurants 
and Catering Services and 
the Luxury Accommodation 
awards.

All three gongs were also won 
for the second year running.

Nitmiluk Tours chief executive 

officer and Jawoyn board 
director Jane Runyu-Fordimail 
says she’s thrilled at the 
recognition from her industry 
peers.

“We are proud to be 
recognised as we work to 
uphold the wishes of our 
elders and share our country,” 
Ms Runyu-Foridmail said.

“Importantly, it’s our staff and 
their dedication to their work 
and the company’s vision and 
offerings - from tours on the 
gorge to offering high-end 
five star accommodation and 
catering at Cicada - which are 
the key to our success.

“A very special thank-you 
to all staff at the Nitmiluk 
Tours and also the Jawoyn 
Association and Nitmiluk 
National Park.

“We would not be where 
we are today without any of 
them.”

The Jawoyn board chairperson 
Lisa Mumbin says it has been 
a special year for Jawoyn 
people.

“This year we celebrated 

30 years since Nitmiluk was 
handed back,” Ms Mumbin 
said.

“We had a big celebration in 
the park on the day but we 
also celebrated with the entire 
community of the Katherine 
region with the Nitmiluk 
Festival.

“Many events we held for the 
Nitmiluk Festival were sold 
out - from the concert in the 
gorge to bird week and the 
special Journey of the Palate 
at Cicada Lodge.

“The information centre has 
closed and reopened with 
major upgrades and we’re 
working to establish a number 
of new facilities and activities 
across Nitmiluk National 
Park, from the mountain bike 
path to the cultural centre 
and Biddlecombe cascades 
camping.”

“It’s been a very successful 
year and we’re very happy to 
receive the awards - thank 
you.”
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Rangers News

Bushfires have dominated national headlines in the last few months 
of this year, with an unprecented number of uncontrollable fires 
that have scorched large swathes of bushland, destroyed homes and 
claimed lives across Australia’s southern and central regions.

Late season fires burning larger and 
stronger than ever before

The 2019 Jawoyn fire 
strategy began in March with 
consultations involving around 
70 community members and 
landowners across Jawoyn 
country. 

These consultations are a vital 
opportunity for participants 
to look at fire maps from the 
previous year and discuss how 
much early burning is required 
across estates and land trust 
areas. 

Given how thirsty country has 
been, the decision was made 
to do a lot of early burning to 
protect and prevent the late 

Rangers and Indigenous ranger 
groups across Arnhem Land 
can see the effects that a 
changing climate is having on 
fires.

There have been massive 
bushfires sweeping across 
huge areas of land in the 
Kimberly and the Arnhem 
Land plateau's stone country 
but with a minimal threat to 
property and lives they remain 
largely unreported to the 
wider public.

Off the back of a very poor 
wet season last year, the 
country has been hotter and 

drier than it has in the past 
and late dry season fires, 
which traditionally run from 
August to December, have 
burnt hotter and with more 
power than ever before.

In previous years, late fires 
have pulled up when they 
reach the early dry season 
(January to July) burn scars 
and creeks. 

Not this year. 

It has been a very challenging 
late dry season for the Jawoyn 
Rangers and the fight is not 
over yet.

fires as much as possible.

Even with the early burning, 
Jawoyn Rangers have had to 
work very hard through the 
late season August, September 
and October months to 
suppress large wildfires and to 
stitch-up gaps at Manyallaluk, 
Birdie Creek, Sleizbeck, 
Conways, Snowdrop and 
Flying Fox.

It has been hot, hard and 
challenging work as fires jump 
boundaries and are sparked in 
new areas. 

The full time ranger team 

along with 20 casual workers 
have put in an outstanding 
effort working day after day, 
week after week in tough 
conditions. 

Even after fires have gotten 
away from them, they’ve kept 
battling the blazes on the 
ground and in the air, creating 
fire breaks and working hard 
to get the fires under control.  

The rangers have responded 
every time they’ve been called 
out, weekends and all, and 
have endured long days and 
nights spent at temporary 

"It has been hot, hard and 
challenging work as fires jump 
boundaries and are sparked in 
new areas"

base camps in order to 
monitor the fires, to backburn 
to stop them from growing 
and spreading.

Their combined effort 
and teamwork have been 
outstanding and, importantly, 
there have been no serious 
injuries.

The association is very proud 
of the work the rangers and 
casuals do to protect Jawoyn 
country - and the landowners 
and members are extremely 
grateful for their hard work.

The fires have come larger, 
stronger and faster at a 
time when southern land 
managers are usually 
preparing for the summer 
bushfire season.
Firefighters across those 
affected areas say this is part 
of a noticeable trend where 
the traditional bushfire 
season is coming earlier and 
lasting for longer, sparking 
renewed calls for serious 
conversations about the 
climate change adaptation 
and mitigation.

In the north, the Jawoyn 
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Rangers News

Learning on Country was first trialled by five 
Indigenous communities in Arnhem Land, 
including Maningrida, Yirrkala and Groote 
Eylandt, to give Aboriginal students more 
opportunities to stay in school and find 
pathways to work in land management.

The program was also designed to recognise 
the value of Indigenous knowledge in 
mainstream education and give students 
subject credits towards graduation or 
potentiialy towards a vocational qualification in 
conservation and land management.

Learning on Country also offered Aboriginal 
elders, our bush professors, and rangers the 
chance to work with teachers and share their 
valuable knowledge of the land with the 
younger generation.

The pilot was so successful, the Federal 
Government funded its expansion to other 
communities and in 2018 Senator Nigel 
Scullion handed funding and responsibility of 
the program to the Northern Land Council.

The program is managed through a vital 
partnership between ranger groups and local 
schools, and with support from the land 
council, the Jawoyn Rangers have employed 
coordinator Crystal Burgher to work with 
Wugularr (Beswick) and Barunga schools to 

make the program available on Jawoyn country.

Since the program kicked off in October, 
students from both schools have participated 
in six field trips where they have learned 
about water monitoring, setting camera traps 
and making bait to lure animal at freshwater 
springs. 

The rangers have also taken the students to 
rock art sites and taught them how to record 
rock art and conduct important maintenance to 
protect the sites.

The program is already off to a good start 
with reports of increased school attendance 
and new enrolments with students noticeably 
enthusiastic about working with the rangers 
and seeing the outdoors, their country, as one 
big classroom.

LEARNING ON COUNTRY
It’s a program that takes the classroom onto 
the land and links traditional indigenous 
knowledge with the school curriculum.

Jawoyn Rangers help new research 
that shows where birds of a feather 
flock together
Jawoyn Rangers have been 
working alongside researchers 
who have, for the first time, 
worked out how to trace 
endangered species by 
analysing water taken from 
drinking holes.

Researchers from Charles 
Darwin University, the 
University of Western 
Australia and the Northern 
Territory Environment 
Department have developed 
a method of using 
environmental DNA (eDNA)  
to track the endangered 
Gouldian Finch.

Once common across northern 
Australia, Gouldian Finch 
populations have plummeted 
due to altered habitats, 
poor fire management, feral 

At waterholes with the 
highest number of birds, 
Gouldian finch DNA was 
still detectable 14 days after 
sample collection, regardless 
of whether the sample was 
stored at room temperature or 
refrigerated.

It's an exciting development in 
the move to restore Gouldian 
finch populations, as the study 
paves the way for Jawoyn 
rangers and scientists keep 
track of the Gouldian finches' 
movements by enabling them 
to collect small water samples.

predators and illegal wildlife 
trade.

n the past decade there have 
been a number of projects 
dedicated to monitoring the 
finches and gathering data on 
Jawoyn country, particularly in 
the Yinberrie Hills area, which 
has been seen as one of the 
remaining finch strongholds

The birds need to drink 
frequently and so researchers 
have turned their focus to 
using eDNA from sampled 
water holes around Yinberrie 
Hills to detect where the 
finches are congregating.

The team have done this by 
developing a test that can 
identify estrildid finches from 
a fragment of mitochondrial 

DNA and formulating a probe 
specifically designed to detect 
Gouldian finch DNA.

They needed to do this to 
distinguish the colourful 
Gouldians from other estrildid 
species such as masked 
finches (Poephila personata) 
and long-tailed finches 
(P. acuticauda) that often 
flock together at the same 
waterholes.

The study, published in 
Endangered Species Research, 
has found that Gouldian 
finch eDNA could be reliably 
detected from a 200 mL 
water sample collected from 
waterholes the birds had 
visited in the previous 48 
hours. 
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Banatjarl Strongbala Wimun Grup

All Hands in the Garden

The boost in the group 
has been assisted with the 
Jawoyn's employment of 
coordinator Pip Gordon, 
whose introduction to the 
group has been supported by 
longtime Banatjarl supporters 
Maddy Bower and Boronia 
Saggers.

The group the Banatjarl 
homelands as a healing centre 
and there has been a strong 
interest from new members 
to join the group, particularly 
young women and mothers. 

The Bush Garden Revival & 
Maintenance Project kicked 
off in November and involved 
the women working closely 
with the Jawoyn Women 
Rangers and Top End Seeds 
Boronia Saggers to get the 
garden ready for the wet 
season.

The team worked hard, 
planting new seeds and 
seedlings, laying irrigation and 
removing unwanted weeds 
Many hands got into the 
garden, which is thriving with 
lots of new bush foods.

The Banatjarl Healing centre 
also receiving a revamp and 
upgrade, with a women's 

shed being built to include 
an outdoor bush kitchen and 
shade area, made from local 
iron wood to fit in with its 
surrounds.

The new structures aim to 
offer visitors the opportunity 
to sit in the shade and take in 
all that the Banatjarl Healing 
Centre has on offer, whether 
it's through cultural awareness 
workshops, women and girls 
camps, cultural tours, making 
bush midijin or a space to 
relax and be rejuvenated when 
caring for country.

Th group have been making 
bush midijin for a number 
of years now, drawing on  
traditional knowledge of 
healing and medicine handed 
down through the generations.

The bush midijin is made up 
of special plants and flowers, 
including Djirr – native lemon 
grass, Galk Galk – Eucalyptus 
and Marangmarang.

Each rabing midijin is hand 
made from plants grown in the 
bush garden and is processed 
carefully and intentionally 
under the guidance of elders

The women initially created 
the midijin so local families 
would have access to the 
healing balms, but they've 
proved to be so popular with 
local suppliers as well as 
interstate and international 
customers, there is now 
a demand to increase 
production.

As the summer months 
approach, Banatjarl Strongbala 
Wimun Grup will begin to 
sell the bush midijin online 
through the Jawoyn website. 

For more information on 
the group and its activities,  
contact Pip Gordon at 
banatjarlwgc@jawoyn.org.au 
or 0409735248

 

Banatjarl, known 
as King Valley, has 
become a hive of 
activity in recent 
months as the 
Banatjarl Strongbala 
Wimun Grup revive 
their garden of bush 
foods, ramp up 
their plans to boost 
production of bush 
midijin and oversee 
the expansion and 
growth of the healing 
centre.

THE AMAZING RACE
All eyes were on Nitmiluk 
Gorge when it became scene 
for the finish line for the 
popular Channel 10 series The 
Amazing Race Australia.

The Amazing Race Australia 
follows teams of two, 
including Darwin couple 
Jerome and Jasmin, as they 
ping ponged around the globe 
in an attempt to be the first to 
cross the finish line and win 
$250,000.

The final leg of the race had 
the final three teams racing 
from Darwin's Waterfront 
to Nitmiluk as the Top End 
became the battleground 
of the last set of challenges 
before they crossed the finish 
line in Nitmiluk gorge.

For staff at Nitmiluk Tours, 
the day of filming was the 
culmination of weeks planning, 
as well as keeping everything 
top secret confidential.

Nitmiluk Tours Sales and 
Reservation Manager Trish 
Waddey was one of the staff 

who helped to coordinate 
resources, access and 
transport for the production 
and the contestants.

"Behind the scenes it was 
somewhat organised chaos 
as the exact timing of when 
contentstants arrived was 
not possible," Ms Waddey 
said. 

"We had boat drivers to 
transfer the crew and 
puzzle pieces up, as well as 
the eliminated contestants 
and the host as well as 
manage the helicopter and 
helipad and then of course 
we had to get everyone 
back in the afternoon.

"Nitmiluk Tours Guides 
were also in ‘filming boats’ 
while the canoe challenge 
was underway.

"The catering team catered 
for the cast and crew of 
approximately 80 people 
for the day.

"We all had to keep what 
happened a secret and it 

Nitmiluk is a significant place for me and my people – Jawoyn. 

I grew up on this beautiful country, watching and learning from 
our elders past, present and emerging.

It’s always been important to me to work on Country, Share 
our Culture, and help educate the next generation.

I’ve been working for Nitmiluk for about eight years now, 
learning various areas of the company. 

It’s a humbling feeling to know you are walking in the 
footsteps of your ancestors, and sharing culture to visitors.

At Nitmiluk, I love being by the freshwater. There are so many 
hidden springs and waterfalls on country to fish, swim and 
admire!"

Meet the Staff: Wyonna Woods, Nitmiluk Tours

was rewarding to see it finally 
air and see how one day of 
filming was put together.

"Importantly, we are always 
thrilled when we see beautiful 

Nitmiluk showcased."

The finale aired on 
December 3 and was won 
by recently-married couple 
Tim and Rod. 

Nitmiluk Tours
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Multi-million dollar upgrades 
to Nitmiluk National Park 
continue as the Visitor Centre 
reopens and construction 
of the much-anticipated 
mountain bike trail begins

The Nitmiluk Visitor Centre 
re-opened in July following 
an extensive refurbishment, 
the first since it opened 20 
years ago.

The makeover is part of the 
NT Government's $10 million 
investment into developing 
new infrastructure within 
Nitmiluk National Park to 
attract more tourists to the 
Katherine region.

Nitmiluk National Park 
attracts around 270,000 
visitors a year and the 
Visitor Centre is where most 
travellers begin their journey.

The upgrades include a new, 
modern kitchen, renewed 
bathroom facilities and 

extended outdoor seating 
alongside design elements 
that reflect the landscape and 
tell the story of the park and 
the Jawoyn people.

Stage two of the centre 
upgrade began in August and 
includes an interpretative 
display, visitor orientation 
information and the Welcome 
to Country experience. 

The design will incorporate 
Jawoyn history and culture 
‘front and centre’ as well as 
provide interpretation of 
the natural values found at 
Nitmiluk and is expected to 
be complete early next year.

Other planned developments 
at the park include upgrades 

to the first gorge cross-over 
Wet Season path, a new 
Katherine River crossing and 
an upgraded 17 Mile Valley 
track to support Nitmiluk 
Tours’ new Biddlecombe 
Cascades glamping 
experience.

The new jetty is close to 
completion with work 
starting on the ramps 
that link the jetty to the 
river bank. Testing and 
commissioning is due to be 
complete in early December

The tender to construct 
the new mountain bike and 
shared use trails was awarded 
to Ground Creations, with 
construction beginning in late 
November.

Jawoyn Contracting is 
providing assistance to the 
contractor to complete this 
exciting new network of trails 
on the Park.

Work to build the new 
lookout and stairs on 
the Baruwei loop walk is 
expected to begin early next 
year. 

Rangers are busy preparing 
the Park for the upcoming 
wet season at the moment

This includes planning for 
a number of wet season 
prescribed burns that have 
been identified during the 
year.

Jawoyn Contracting: Building momentum
As a company focused on 
providing quality work, local 
jobs and expertise working 
on Aboriginal land, Jawoyn 
Contracting has delivered on 
several major projects and 
won contracts for new work.

Importantly, the company 
has worked to ensure 
employment of Aboriginal 
people was a priority under 
the Northern Territory 
Government’s major 
investment in the upgrade of 
facilities and infrastructure at 
Nitmiluk National Park.

Preparing the Biddlecombe 
cascade area along the Jatbula 
trail in the park has been an 
important undertaking and 
included building a high-end 
eco-camping area.

Workers have constructed 
eight eco-tents, built shower 
and toilet facilities, a cooking 
area and kitchen and ensured 
the right infrastructure was in 
place to support visitors who 
will be able to stay at the new 
“glamping” facility from the 
beginning of the dry season 

next year. 

Jawoyn Contracting has also 
worked on the upgrade of the 
information centre, including 
landscaping the gardens, 
building paths, preparing 
temporary shade and office 
spaces, and assisting in the 
demolition and clean up 
of areas that have been 
refurbished, such as the 
timber decking at the centre 
and the jetty where visitors 
board boats to travel down 
the gorge.

The companyhas begun 
working on the construction 
of a state of the art mountain 
bike trail through the park as 
well as other works. 

Another focus has been 
working to improve facilities 
for the Banatjarl Strongbala 
Wimun Grup, including 
building a shed so women can 
expand production of their 
bush midijin and bush food 
enterprises on country. 

A wash bay area for ranger 
vehicles has also become 
a priority to prevent the 

potential spread of weeds, 
which are a major threat to 
Aboriginal land across Arnhem 
Land. Jawoyn rangers have 
a strong focus on managing 
weeds and want to ensure 
weeds that are spreading 
across other parts of the 
Northern Territory - from 
gamba grass through to grader 
grass, neem or ballyache bush 
- don’t infest Jawoyn country. 

The capacity and capability 
of Jawoyn Contracting 
workers has been increasing 
and improving every day - 
proving the company’s ability 
to undertake all types of jobs 
and works with quality and to 
win bigger projects.

Importantly, Jawoyn 
Contracting has a “buy 
local” mantra it lives by and 
is pleased to work with 
other local providers and 
contractors and provide 
opportunities for additional 
work for them.

The team from the joint 
venture between Jawoyn 
Association and Rise, 
known as Nyirrunggulung-
Rise, team recently visited 
Bama Country in Far North 
Queensland to attend the 
annual Rise Ventures Mayors 
and CEO’s conference.

The two-day conference 
is attended by leaders of 
regional and remote councils 
and senior government 
workers and is designed to 
provide a forum to improve 
collaboration within remote 
communities to support 
Indigenous Australians 
towards greater economic 
empowerment and 

opportunity.

The Federal Minister for 
Indigenous Australians 
Ken Wyatt (pictured, left) 
spoke to the group about 
the importance of building 
sustainable economies in 
remote Australia.

He said it was important that 
delivery of CDP is shaped 
by each local community, 
encouranging groups to 
harness their local knowledge 
and understanding to inform a 
process of co-design, because 
the locals are the ones with 
their finger on the pulse,.

"Ensuring that programmes 
are working on the ground is 
essential," Mr Wyatt said.

“The partnerships between 
RISE Ventures and local 
aboriginal organisations is 
another way to ensure the 
local community contribute to 
the delivery of the program."

Nyirrunggulung Rise 
chairperson Tony Jack 
(pictured. right) raised a 
number of issues with the 
Minister including concerns 
around the procurement of 
local Indigenous businesses 
and their workforce.

“Too often large companies 
are getting contracts under 
false pretences, they give 
local people work but only 
for a few weeks while they 
stay on our communities for 

months," Mr Jack said. 

“This needs to change so local 
people can access employment 
opportunities and keep money 
coming into their communities."

Rising to meet local delivery of CDP

Since its official 
launch in July 
this year, Jawoyn 
Contracting 
has continued 
to grow and 
secure its place 
in the Northern 
Territory building 
and construction 
industry.

IN THE PARK
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40th celebrations 
Katherine is the epicentre of a region which is home to some of the Northern 
Territories most popular fishing waterways, including the Daly, the Roper and the 
Katherine Rivers. So it's not surprising that Rod and Rifle Tackle World Katherine 
is a mecca for passionate fishos and campers who come to the region in a quest to 
bag a barra or even attempt to catch the highly sought after "metrey", which for the 
uninitiated is a one-metre sized barramundi fish. Nitmiluk Tours was thrilled to join 
the well-known store to celebrate its 40th anniversary, which attracted hundreds of 
revellars to the event.

Locals love the Lodge
A special offer for Katherine locals to experience the Cicada Lodge dining experience has 
been extremely popular. At Cicada Lodge, diners are invited to taste, experience and enjoy 
native regional and Australian foods, incorporated into a fresh, contemporary menu. A 
key element of the Cicada dining adventure is the Chef’s Menu which features a specialty 
dish of the Chef’s choice, based on the season and the availability of quality local produce.  
Dining at Cicada is a unique experience and the award-winning restaurant has been 
exceptionally popular since the offer was opened.  
The offer has been extended across the wet season and will be available until the end of 
March 2020. Special Room Rates are available to all Territorians and valid until April 2020.

Summer Closing Times
The Jawoyn Association will close from Friday December 20 and 
reopen Monday January 6.

Nitmiluk Tours and the Visitors Centre will close on Christmas day 
but remain open for all other days over the summer. Cicada Lodge 
will be open on Christmas day for a festive lunch and dinner for in-
house guests

The Nyirrunggulung Rise Board 
would like to wish you and your loved 
ones a happy festive season and a 
prosperous new year. May we take 
care of each other and be safe on 
the roads.

Merry Christmas!

JAWOYN ASSOCIATION 
THANKS ALL STAFF FOR 
THEIR GOOD WORK IN 2019
AND WISHES EVERYONE A SAFE 
AND HAPPY FESTIVE SEASON
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