TO TALK TOGETHER - SHARING OUR STORY

Nitmiluk Tours scoops three
national tourism awards
Jawoyn Association’s Nitmiluk Tours has
collected a swag of awards at the 2019
Qantas Australian Tourism Awards.

Minister for Tourism, Sport and Culture
Lauren Moss and Katherine Mayor Fay
Miller.

The tourism operator brought home two gold
awards and a silver, making Nitmiluk Tours
one of the most celebrated enterprises in
Australia this year.

Cicada Lodge won the gold awards for best
Tourism Restaurant and Catering Services,
and best Luxury Accommodation.

Representatives from the Jawoyn
Association, Nitmiluk Tours and Northern
Territory Parks and Wildlife attended the
gala ceremony in Tasmania with the Territory
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Jawoyn chairperson Lisa Mumbin and
Nitmiluk Tours chief executive officer Jane
Runyu-Fordimail accepted the award that
crowns Cicada Lodge as Australia’s best
luxury accommodation.
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War on weeds: Gamba grass

cont’d from page 1

“I’m so happy to receive an award
on behalf on my people,” Ms
Mumbin said.

The Jawoyn Rangers have stepped up efforts to stop the
invasive weed Gamba grass from spreading across country.
Gamba grass was introduced to the
Northern Territory in the 1930s
as feed for cattle, but the qualities
that make it a perfect feed crop for
growing in northern tropical savanna
also make it an aggressive weed.
It spreads at a rapid rate and can
now be found right across northern
Australia.
The worst infestations are within
200 km of Darwin, including
Litchfield National Park and northern
Jawoyn country on the borders of
Kakadu National Park.
In an effort to try to stop this
harmful weed, Jawoyn Rangers
are continuing with an eradication,
training and education program they
started last year.
The program kicked off with support
from a Territory Ranger Grants
to work with a Weed Mentor to
further the rangers’ knowledge
and understanding of weeds and
to buy specialised weed treatment
equipment.
The Jawoyn Rangers’ long term
aim is to train up a team of weed
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specialists who can take on fee for service
weed work.
Ground spraying began in February and
has continued since, targeting the North
Barnjarn Pine Creek, Wandi track and
South Barnjarn between the road and rail
corridors.
The North team have done a fantastic job,
working remotely out of Pine Creek. Lead
by fulltime rangers Mohammed and Mike,
the six casuals have made a real impact on
the gamba infestations. Great work team!
The South team have been re-visiting
gamba infestations they sprayed last year
and they’re reporting they can see a clear
change.
Another strategy to combat
gamba is through education,
and our Jawoyn Ngalmukka
(Women) Rangers are leading
the charge.
They’ve made posters and
created a presentation to
raise gamba awareness in the
community.
The women rangers also ran an
information stall at the Edith
Farms Volunteer Fire Brigade

Gamba Information Day at Charles Darwin
University, with more than 80 people
including government and community
groups.
The Ngalmukka Rangers are preparing to
visit schools to talk about gamba and show
students what our rangers and everyone in
the community can do to stop it from killing
country.
Jawoyn Ngalmukka Rangers educate
about Gamba at CDU Information Day
with former Jawoyn Ranger coordinator
Liam Golding

“It bought tears to my eyes tonight
just thinking of all the people who
worked really hard to make Cicada
Lodge happen.”
When Cicada Lodge won another
gold award, this time for best
Tourism Restaurant and Catering
Services, Ms Mumbin spoke about
the importance of the elders’ vision.
“I refer back to my elders and what
they really wanted at Nitmiluk,”
Ms Mumbin said.
“They wanted to always welcome
people on country.”
Nitmiluk Tours also claimed silver
in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Tourism category.
Nitmiluk Tours chief operating
officer Sveva Falletto said the wins
come off the back of three year’s of
growth, with Nitmiluk welcoming
more than 270,000 visitors a year.
“Nitmiluk Tours and Cicada Lodge
was developed out of a dream
to showcase the Nitmiluk region
and the culture of our owners, the
Jawoyn people; and to bring a new
element to tourism in the Top End,”
Ms Falletto said.
“In all facets of the operation we
strive to achieve and deliver on that
promise.

tourism operators who also won
national awards.
Katherine Outback Experience
won Bronze in Tourist Attractions,
and Tourism Central Australia won
Bronze for Visitor Information
Services.
Minister Moss said the awards were
an opportunity to celebrate the
very best in tourism and showcase
outstanding customer service,
innovation and ongoing business
excellence.
“The NT tourism industry is worth
$2.1 billion to the economy,
creates 16,300 jobs, and continues
to develop due to the talent and
passion of our operators,” Minister
Moss said.
“It’s wonderful to see so many of
our 2018 Brolga Awards winners go
on to achieve recognition as both
finalists and winners at a national
level.”

Message from the
chair: Lisa Mumbin
The Jawoyn Association staff and
board have had a busy start to 2019.
Firstly, I’d like to mention and thank
all the staff at Nitmiluk Tours and
Cicada Lodge, whose hard work has
been recognised with three national
tourism awards.
It was a happy moment to attend
the gala ceremony in Tasmania and
see Nitmiluk Tours in the national
spotlight and accept the awards on its
behalf.
We’re also appreciative of NT Parks
and Wildlife for their contribution
and for our successful partnership,
something we’re all proud.
Jawoyn are also excited to be
planning the 30th anniversary
celebrations of the handback of
Nitmiluk to Jawoyn people. The plans
for September celebrations will be
revealed in the near future.
Jawoyn has also been busy working
on the Native Title claim over
Katherine, with the application to be
reviewed from April.
As you will read, our Jawoyn Rangers
don’t ever stop, and their work
on country and in the community
upholds Jawoyn’s mission of caring
for country and culture.
Thank you to the board for its work
over the past three months in making
sure our members are heard and
supported.

Two other local Northern Territory

www.jawoyn.org
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Keep watch for Gamba grass.
It takes over country. It spreads fast and far.
It burns hot and kills our plants.
It’s a bad weed.

Nitmiluk
upgrade
underway
The first stage of the Nitmiluk
Visitor Centre refurbishment
began in early February at
Nitmiluk National Park.

The upgrade is part of the Northern
Territory Government’s $10 million
investment in the park, which has more
than 270,000 visitors every year.

it will tell the stories of Jawoyn people,
country and culture,” Ms Mumbin says.

Stage one includes refurbishing and
modernising the kitchen and bathroom
facilities.

“The upgrades also come in the year we
celebrate 30 years since our land rights
were recognised and we forged joint
park management with the Northern
Territory Government.”

It also involves design for the Cultural
Precinct walk, which includes a new
track to a nearby rock art site, and
upgrades to the First and Second Gorge
cross-over walkways.

“Jawoyn have always welcomed people
and visitors to share our country.

Despite moving offices, Visitor Centre
services won’t be affected by the
upgrade.

Jawoyn Association and Nitmiluk Board
chairperson, Lisa Mumbin, says it’s great
improvements are underway.

They’re being offered in temporary
accommodation on the front lawns of
the current Visitor Centre.

“We’re excited the visitor centre is
getting a facelift, and when it’s finished

The Minister for Tourism, Sport and
Culture Lauren Moss says the work aims

to improve visitor experience and also
supports local jobs in construction and
tourism.
“We continue to work closely with the
Jawoyn traditional owners to improve
infrastructure and share the experience
of this spectacular park,” Ms Moss said.
Upgrade works already complete include
construction of a slip lane on the gorge
access road to support a new Jawoyn
cultural enterprise and the development
of a new carpark.
They’ve also included upgrades to the
Katherine River crossing and the 17 Mile
Valley track to support the Nitmiluk
Tours’ new Biddlecombe Cascades
glamping experience.

Indigenous leaders take new roles
Mick Dodson as the
Northern Territory Treaty
Commissioner.
The announcement paves
the way for consultations
with Aboriginal people
across the Territory to
have their say on a treaty.

If you see Gamba grass in new areas,
contact Jawoyn Rangers on (08) 8972 3015

MICK DODSON IS NEW
TERRITORY TREATY
COMMISSIONER
The Jawoyn Association
welcomes the
appointment of Professor
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It comes after the NT
government last year
signed the Barunga
Agreement with four land
councils to develop a
framework to negotiate a
treaty.
The Jawoyn Association
has been calling for a

treaty since the Barunga
Statement was presented on
Jawoyn country more than 30
years ago.
MARION SCRYMGOUR
BECOMES FIRST FEMALE
CEO OF NORTHERN LAND
COUNCIL
The Jawoyn Association
congratulates Marion
Scrymgour for trailblazing
a path for Aboriginal
women, as the first woman
to be appointed to the
Northern Land Council’s top
administrative position.
In 2000, Ms Scrymgrour

became the first Aboriginal
woman to be elected to the
NT Legislative Assembly.
A Tiwi woman, she has
worked extensively in the
Katherine region in her
career, including WurliWurlinjang Aboriginal Health
Service and Katherine West
Aboriginal Health Board.

www.jawoyn.org
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Fire Management

Fire planning
begins in
communities

Burning season
fires up early

Every year, when the Jawoyn Rangers
begin to plan their annual fire management
program, they hold meetings to consult
with landowners and custodians.
In early March, Jawoyn Rangers held
community fire planning meetings in
Kybrook, Beswick, Barunga, Manyallaluk
and Katherine.
More than 80 land owners, custodians
and stakeholders attended the meetings,
including NT Parks and Parks Australia.
The meetings focused on the year’s oncountry activities and target areas for
burning.
They also provided an important
opportunity to discuss last year’s fire
program.

The aerial prescribed burning program
for Nitmiluk National Park has started
early this year, due to an unusually dry
wet season.

Community members interested in casual
work through the burning season were
asked to register with Jawoyn Rangers.
Communities were also asked to nominate
representatives for the Healthy Country
Planning and Monitoring committee.
If interested in casual work or being on the
committee please call Land Manager Scott
Herring on (08) 8972 3015.

Jawoyn Rangers speak to land owners and
custodians at Beswick as part of planning for this
year’s fire regime.

JAWOYN FIRE PROJECT
The Jawoyn Fire Project is an Australian
government-approved project that recognises
carbon credits we produce by reducing wildfires
through strategic, controlled savanna burning.
The fire project’s benefits reach far and wide. It
reduces harmful emissions, protects important
wildlife and delivers significant social, cultural and
economic benefits to Indigenous Australians.
We invite organisations to offset their carbon
footprint by supporting our groundbreaking fire
management.
MORE INFORMATION
Ben Lewis carboncredits@jawoyn.org. au
+61 8 8972 3015
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Controlled “cool” burning in
the early dry season is part of
a regime that is used to stop
wildfires raging across the
landscape.

than usual.”

Ranger groups usually start
prescribed burning in May,
but NT Parks and Wildlife
Acting Chief District Ranger
Phill Cowan says poor rainfall
has forced them to start much
earlier.

“We hope that by completing
the aerial burns earlier, we
can avoid more damaging
fires as the country continues
to dry,” says Mr Cowan.

“Rainfall gauges in Nitmiluk
have registered an average
of 50 per cent less rainfall for
the period November 2018 to
March 2019, compared to the
same time last year,” says Mr
Cowan.
“In an average year, the
program would not start for
at least another month, so
Parks staff have mobilsed to
start burning much earlier

NT Parks and Wildlife rangers
have worked closely with the
Jawoyn Rangers to plan and
implement a number of burns.

“For the burning just
completed, parks
implemented four burns
during a two hour flight,
targeting areas that didn’t
burn last year.“
All four fires continued to be
active over a number of days,
burning with a low intensity.
Before burning started,
Jawoyn Rangers and Parks
rangers flew along the Jatbula
Trail, landing at each campsite
to undertake fuel reduction

activities on the ground.
“This was to make sure the
infrastructure on the trail
was protected from fire
before aerial operations
commenced.,” says Mr Cowan.
“Overall the fires were a
success and a good start to
the burning program.

with the planning and
implementation of the burns.
“Parks are committed to
working together with
Jawoyn Rangers to look after
country, and looks forward
to continuing to collaborate
together on the fire project.”

“If there isn’t more rain soon,
Parks will look to continue
burning.
“Thanks to Scott from Jawoyn
and Ben Lewis for assisting

www.jawoyn.org
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Banatjarl Wimun keep strong
Teaching young people about
traditional bush foods and medicine is
just one part of the Banatjarl Strongbala
Wimun Grup’s vision for the Jawoyn
community.
The Jawoyn Association formed the
group in 2003 to give Jawoyn women a
voice and network to address issues of
concern to Aboriginal women.
The women wanted to keep culture
strong and nurture cultural revitalisation,
support families, reduce violence and
offer aged and youth programs. It
included women from communities from
Katherine to Bulman and Weemol, and
was guided by the Jawoyn Council of
Elders.
They built a Family Healing and Culture
Centre at the Banatjarl homelands, also
known as King Valley, to provide a place
for families and young mothers to attend
healing camps.
They also established a bush medicine
and tucker garden to harvest, process
and distribute bush medicine and foods.
It gave older custodians the chance to
share valuable ancient knowledge and
skills, and to reconnect younger people
with country.
The group no longer has a fulltime
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coordinator, but thanks to support from
Flinders University, Smith Family and
Mimi Arts, as well as volunteers Maddy
Bower and Boronia Saggers, the group
continues to fulfil the vision of their
elders.
The Tijimbat Picinini Kaltja program
is helping Banatjarl’s Chiyo Andrews,
Jocelyn McCartney, Rosemary Carey,
Betty Berry and Kate King to focus
on teaching language and culture at
Barunga School.
The group also ran the successful stall
at Barunga Festival last year to share
their knowledge of bush medicine and
weaving, and to raise funds through
offering damper, bush tea, Jirr (Bush
Lemon Grass) and Marangmarang (Bush
Vicks) medicine.
With support from NT Health, the
group are planning a five day Strongbala
Wimun’s camp for young mothers.
The passing of an important elder last
year was strongly felt by the Banatjarl
women and they wish to acknowledge
the leadership, strong vision and big
heart of this amazing woman. She will
always be remembered, and the group
will try their best to continue her work
into the future.
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